
	

K-5 ELA 
Curriculum 

 
Pace Charter School utilizes Savvas (fka Pearson) learning solutions. Savvas 
learning solutions are grounded in—and driven by—the science of reading.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The myView Literacy materials for Grades K-5 meet Edreports.org expectations 
for alignment and usability. The materials include a broad variety and range of high-
quality texts, strong daily opportunities for reading, writing, speaking, and listening 
aligned to the standards. There is also daily practice of phonics, fluency, 
and word recognition and analysis skills.  Questions and tasks support students as 
they engage with texts and build literacy skills. 

 
The curriculum is designed to provide a balanced approach to teaching reading, 
writing, speaking, listening, and thinking through Reading and Writing Workshops. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



	

 

The Reading Workshop helps children become avid readers, strong 
communicators, and creative thinkers. Whole class minilessons help teachers focus 
on an explicit reading strategy, provide models and practice, and apply students’ 
understanding to deepen learning. Each unit has a multi genre approach and 
includes a spotlight genre where lessons focus on critical elements of that genre as 
outlined below: 

 
*Kindergarten begins with a 7-week alphabet sound/symbol recognition unit in which students are emerged 
in age appropriate small group and center activities designed to develop inquiry and develop foundation 
skills in letter and number recognition. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

Unit 1* Realistic 
Fiction 

Realistic 
Fiction 

Realistic 
Fiction 

Traditional 
Tales 

Narrative 
Nonfiction 

Informational 
Text 

Unit 2 Informational 

Text 
Informational 

Text 
Informational 

Text 

Informational 
Text 

Informational 

Text 
Informational 

Text 

Unit 3 Traditional 
Stories 

Traditional 
Stories 

Traditional 
Stories 

Historical 
Fiction 

Realistic 
Fiction 

Realistic 
Fiction 

Unit 4 Narrative 
Nonfiction 

Biography Narrative 
Nonfiction 

Biography Traditional 
Literature 

Historical 
Fiction 

Unit 5 Informational 

Text 
Informational 

Text 
Informational 

Text 
Informational 

Text 
Informational 

Text 
Informational 

Text 



	

Writing every day helps students express and support their ideas. The Writing Workshop 
provides a student-centered framework that helps children write daily and purposefully. 
Teacher minilessons focuses teaching on explicit skills that align to writing standards. 
Students spend much of the time writing.  Teachers model and support the process, then 
confer, prompt, and work with individual students 
 
The Writing Workshops focus on developing the whole writer and are not just focused on 
the writing process. By growing the whole writer, students learn the skills of developing 
the elements of the writing genre, developing structure, and understanding the author’s 
craft. Students learn that writing is not just a task they do for a grade but that it’s about 
communicating ideas to an audience through the written word. The foundation we 
develop with students in K-5 sets the stage for the more rigorous writing they are 
expected to do on high stakes assessments and in middle school. 
  

Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

Unit 
1* 

Non-Genre Non-Genre Non-Genre Personal 
Narrative 

Personal 
Narrative 

Personal 
Narrative 

Unit 2 List Books Informational 
Books 

List Article How to 
Article 

Feature Article 

Travel 
Informational 

Article 

Unit 3 Fiction Poetry Poetry Historical 
Fiction 

Realistic 
Fiction 

Opinion Essay 

Unit 4 Personal 
Narrative 

Personal 
Narrative 

Personal 
Narrative 

Opinion 
Essay 

Opinion Essay Science Fiction 

Unit 5 Literary 
Nonfiction 

(Q&A 
format) 

Procedural/ 
How-To 
Books 

Procedural/ 
How-To 
Books 

Poetry Poetry Poetry 

 

Furthermore, students spend a week during each unit researching, collaborating, and 
problem solving through 

Inquiry Based Learning Projects. These projects: 

• Combine inquiry and research skills 
• Requires collaboration and teamwork 
• Build 21st century skills, like innovation and creativity 
• Support social-emotional development 
• Develop speaking and listening skills 



	

 

During the Project Based Inquiry Week, students apply their writing skills in 
authentic ways, with the support of their teacher and peers. They’ll learn to ask good 
questions, conduct research using leveled research articles, and work with others. 

  
Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

Unit 1* Persuasive 
Writing 

Informational 
Writing 

Persuasive 
Writing 

Argumentative 
Writing 

Argumentative 
Writing 

Argumentative 
Writing 

Unit 2 Information
al 
Writing 

Opinion Writing Informational 
Writing 

Informational 
Writing 

Informational 
Writing 

Informational 
Writing 

Unit 3 Persuasive 
Writing 

Persuasive 
Writing 

Opinion Writing Argumentative 
Writing 

Argumentative 
Writing 

Argumentative 
Writing 

Unit 4 Information
al 
Writing 

Informational 
Essay Writing 

Informational 
Writing 

Opinion 
Essay 

Opinion Essay Science Fiction 

Unit 5 Persuasive 
Poetry 

Persuasive 
Play 
Writing 

Argumentative 
Writing 

Argumentative 
Writing 

Argumentative 
Writing 

Argumentative 
Writing 

 
Small Group Learning 
To support all learners, the literacy program at Pace Charter has embedded small 
group time, providing a variety of scaffolding strategies that extend learning to 
challenge gifted and talented students, as well as support for ELL and 
struggling learners. These include: 
	
	

• On Level and Advanced Activities in Small Group challenge students to go 
beyond the text 

• Book Club sets for students to discuss the unit trade book or a self-selected 
text with friends. It gives students a sense of ownership and creates 
independent readers who enjoy talking about books with their classmates. 
Students form Collaborative Groups where they can have meaningful 
conversations about their Book Club book. 

• Guided Reading and Leveled Readers to match students to texts at all levels 
• Extension Activities to support and challenge students 
• Intervention Activities embedded into small group learning 
• Focused, embedded, Targeted, scaffolded support for EMERGING, 

DEVELOPING, EXPANDING, and BRIDGING ELL proficiencies. 
 



	

• Implementation of SuccessMaker® , an adaptive learning program for 
intervention, differentiation, and personalization. Every student interaction 
adjusts instruction in real time to real learning needs. SuccessMaker 
delivers tutorials, practice, challenge, and remediation. It instantly adjusts 
pacing and sequencing. It continuously assesses in a natural, 
unobtrusive way. 

 
Spelling,Handwriting and Phonics/Word Study are an integral part of the 
literacy program. Spelling instruction is based on a developmental continuum. 
Spelling instructional emphasis is built on the following principles: Sound-spelling, 
word structure, and spelling-meaning relationships are taught at all grades. The 
Spelling Words of the week support the phonics/word study instruction. 
	
Realizing the importance of both penmanship and cursive, teaching and 
practice of handwriting skills are embedded within the curriculum as 
follows: 
 

• Grades K-1: Script/letter formation connected to the sight words and 
foundational skills sound patterns. 

• Grade 2: Is the transition to cursive year 
• Grades 3-5: Students are expected to write using cursive 

 

Phonics/Word Study are embedded into Reading Workshop and focus on the 
following: 

 
	
K-2 Areas of Focus: 
• Phonological Awareness 
• Phonics 
• High-frequency Words 
• Decodable Text 
3-5 Areas of Focus: 
• Syllable Patterns 
• Prefixes and Suffixes 
• Greek and Latin Roots 
• High-frequency Words 

  



	

Foundational 
Skills Scope 

and 
Sequence 

 

  Grade K Phonological 
Awareness 

Phonics High 
Frequency 
Words* 

Unit 1 Initial Sounds Initial and 
Final Sounds Recognize 
Alliteration Medial 
Sounds Blend and 
Segment Onset and 
Rime 

Consonants Mm /m/ and Tt /t/ Short Aa /a/ 
Consonant Ss /s/ Consonants Pp /p/ and 
Cc 
/k/ Short Ii /i/ Consonant Nn /n/ 
Consonants Bb /b/ and Rr /r/ Word 
Families -at, -in, -ip /a/ Spelled Aa 
/i/ Spelled Ii 

I, am, the, like, 
to, a, have, is, 
he, my, we, 
make, for, me, 
with she, see, 
look 

Unit 2 Initial and Final Sounds 
Segment and Blend Phonemes 
Alliteration Identify and Count 
Words Segment and Blend 
Onset and Rime Blended 
Sounds Rhyming Words Medial 
Sounds Initial Sounds 

Consonants Dd /d/ and Kk /k/ Short Oo /o/ 
Consonant Ff /f/ Consonants Hh /h/ and Ll 
/l/ Consonant Gg /g/ Initial and Final 
Consonant Blends Short Ee /e/ Consonants 
Ww /w/ and Yy /y/ Word Families -op, -ot, 
-en, -et /e/ Spelled Ee 

are, that, of, they, 
you, do, one, two, 
three, four, five, 
here, go, from, 
yellow, blue, green, 
what 

Unit 3 Syllables Final Sounds Medial 
Sounds Rhyming Words Initial 
Sounds Identify and Count 
Words 

Consonants Jj /j/ and Xx /ks/ Short Uu /u/ 
Consonant Vv /v/ Consonants Zz /z/ and 
Qq /kw/ Short Aa /a/ and Long Aa /ā/ 
Short Ii /i/ and Long Ii /ā/ Word Families -
ug, -un, 

was, said, where, 
any, come, play, 
her, how, down, 
away, give, little, 
some, were, funny, 
live, know, going 

Unit 4 Medial Sounds Segment and 
Blend Phonemes Identify and 
Count Syllables Syllables 
Identify and Count Words 
Recognize Alliteration 
Rhyming Words Add 
Phonemes 

Short Oo /o/ and Long Oo /ō/ Short Uu /u/ 
and Long Uu /ū/ Short Ee /e/ and Long 
Ee /ē/ Pp /p/ and Yy /y/ Short Ii /i/ and Long Ii /ī/ Dd /d/, Ff /f/, Vv /v/ Hh and Xx Short Uu /u/ and Long Uu /ū/ 

find, over, 
again, all, now, 
pretty, black, 
brown, white, 
good, open, 
could, want, 
every, please, 
may, this, round 

Unit 5 Segment and Blend Phonemes 
Manipulate Syllables Identify 
and Count Syllables Add 
Phonemes Recognize 
Alliteration Manipulate Syllables 
Substitute Phonemes 

Cc /k/ and Tt /t/ Short Oo /o/ and Long Oo /ō/ Bb /b/, Jj /j/ Gg /g/, Qq /kw/ Kk /k/, Ss 
/r/, and Zz /z/ Consonant Blends 
Words and Sentences 

be, saw, our, eat, 
soon, walk, who, into, 
there, so, out, then, 
new, too, when, no, 
say, under 

*Students should be able to identify and read high frequency words in Kindergarten. In Grades 1 and 
above, they are expected to be able to identify, read and write high frequency words both in isolation 
and within sentences. 

 
 

  



	

Grade 
1 

Phonological 
Awareness 

Phonics High 
Frequency 

Words* 

Unit 1 Medial Sounds Recognize 
Alliteration Segment and 

Blend Phonemes Add 
Phonemes Initial and Final 
Sounds Change Phonemes 

Short a; Mm /m/, Ss /s/, Tt /t/ Short i; Cc /k/, Pp 
/p/, Nn /n/ Short o; Ff /f/, Bb; /b/, Gg /g/ Short e; 
Dd /d/, Ll /l/, Hh /h/ Short u; Rr /r/, Ww /w/, Jj /j/, 

Kk /k/ Qu, qu /kw/ Vv /v/, Yy 
/y/, Zz /z/ 

a, I, is, his, see, we, 
like, the, one, do, 

look, you, was, by, 
are, have, they, that, 
two, up, he, as, to, 
with, three, where, 
here, for, me, go 

Unit 2 Segment and Blend 
Phonemes Final Sounds 
Change Phonemes 
Rhyming Words Add and 
Remove Phonemes Change 
Phonemes Manipulate 
Phonemes Medial Sounds 
Distinguish Between Short 
and Long a Distinguish 
Between Short and Long i 

initial Consonant Blends Final Xx /k/ Consonant 
Pattern ck /s/ and /z/ Sound Spelled s Final 
Consonant Blends Inflectional Ending -s 
Consonant Digraphs sh, th Inflectional Ending -ing 
Long a: VCe Vowel Sound in ball: a, al, aw Long i: 
VCe /s/ Sound Spelled c /j/ Sound Spelled g 

help, little, come, my, 
saw, walk, she, what, 
take, jump, this, use, 
from, think, blue, goes, 
make, her, too, all, four, 
five, ride, your, part, 
know, many, after, into, 
don’t 

Unit 3 Segment and Blend 
Phonemes Manipulate 
Phonemes Remove 
Phonemes Medial /ū/ 
Distinguish Between /u/ and 
/ū/ Remove Phonemes 
Distinguish Between /e/ and 
/ē/ 

Consonant Digraphs and Trigraphs 
Contractions Long o: VCe Long u and e: 
VCe Long e: e, ee Inflectional Ending -ed 
Vowel Sounds of y Syllable VC/CV 

round, good, said, no, 
put, could, be, old, why, 
of, or, live, work, who, 
out, there, down, drink, 
now, together, grow, 
full, around, find, under, 
eat, play, so, their, 
some 

 
  
  Final /ī/ and /ē/ Final Sounds 

Syllables Add Phonemes 
Consonant Patterns ng, nk Open Syllables r-
Controlled Vowels or, ore Compound Words 

  

Unit 4 Segment and Blend Sounds 
Final Sounds Change 
Phonemes Remove 
Phonemes Middle and Final 
Sounds Distinguish Between 
/a/ and /ā/ Initial and Final 
Sounds Distinguish Between 
/o/ and /ō/ Distinguish Between 
/i/ and /ī/ 

r-Controlled Vowel ar Inflectional Ending 
-es, Plural -es r-Controlled Vowels er, ir, ur 
Endings -ed, -ing Comparative Endings 
Consonant Trigraph dge Diphthongs ow, ou 
Vowel Digraphs ai, ay Diphthongs oi, oy Vowel 
Digraph ea Adding Endings Vowel Team ie 

new, thank, always, 
found, please, were, 
pull, every, any, very 
away, our, light, 
never, pretty, again, 
how, read, soon, 
both, carry, going, 
been, words, does, 
other, right, may, 
give, number 



	

Unit 5 Middle and Final Sounds 
Segment and Blend 
Phonemes Distinguish 
Between /o/ and /ō/ Distinguish 
Between /u/ and /ū/ Manipulate 
Phonemes Remove 
Phonemes Manipulate Sounds 

Long o: oa, ow, oe Consonant Blends Long i: igh 
Suffixes -er, -or Vowel Teams ue, ew, ui Prefixes 
re-, unLong i, Long o Suffixes -ly, 
-ful Open and Closed Syllables Vowel Teams oo, 
ou Vowel Sound in foot Final Syllable -le 

would, buy, people, 
about, write, once, 
done, water, wash, 
upon, sentence, off, 
because, laugh, 
open, move, learn, 
eight, house, only, 
today, warm, years, 
should, world, 
mother, father, 
another, through, 
picture 

*Students should be able to identify and read high frequency words in Kindergarten. In Grades 1 and 
above, they are expected to be able to identify, read and write high frequency words both in isolation 
and within sentences. 

 

Grade 
2 

Phonological 
Awareness 

Phonics High 
Frequency 

Words* 

Unit 1 Long and Short 
Vowels Rhyming 
Words Add and 
Remove Sounds 

Short Vowels Long Vowels CVCe Consonant 
Blends Consonant Digraphs ch, sh, wh, th, ph 

Trigraph tch Inflected Endings 
-s, -es, -ed, -ing r-Controlled Vowels ar, or, ore, 

oar 

which, each, than, 
called, long, most, more, 
things, sound, great, 
before, means, follow, 
form, show, also, large, 
small 

Unit 2 Recognize Phoneme 
Changes Manipulate 
Phonemes 

Contractions Vowel Digraphs: ai, ay, ea Vowel 
Digraph ie Long e: ee, ea, ey, y Long o: o, oa, 
ow Compound Words 

different, between, even, 
kind, change, air, animal, 
point, study, letter, answer, 
page, near, food, try, 
country, city, school 

Unit 3 
 

Long i: i, ie, i_e, igh, y Comparative Endings r-
Controlled Vowels: er, ir, ur Diphthongs ou, ow, 
oi, oy Vowel Teams oo, ue, ew, ui Complex 
Consonants c /s/, g /j/, and dge /j/ 

eyes, earth, thought, 
along, few, head, 
something, example, 
paper, often, important, 
took, hear, idea, enough, 
group, book, almost 

Unit 4 
 

Closed Syllables VC/V Open Syllables V/CV 
Suffixes -ly, -ful, -er, -less, -or Prefixes un-, re-, 
pre-, disSyllable Pattern VCCV Consonant 
Patterns kn, wr, gn, mb, lf 

sometimes, mountains, 
young, being, talk, song, 
above, family, music, 
color, questions, area, 
horse, problem, complete, 
since, usually, friends 

Unit 5 
 

Homographs Double Consonants Vowel 
Patterns aw, au, augh, al Syllable Pattern 
VCCCV Abbreviations Final Stable Syllables -le, 
-tion, -sion 

heard, door, sure, become, 
across, during, hours, 
products, happened, 
measure, remember, early, 
listen, covered, several, 
toward, against, numeral 

*Students should be able to identify and read high frequency words in Kindergarten. In Grades 1 and 
above, they are expected to be able to identify, read and write high frequency words both in isolation 
and within sentences. 

 



	

Word Study 
  



	

	
	 	



	

 



	

 



	

 



	

 



	

 



	

 



	

 


